
 
Obituary 
Silvia Rizzo, dies July 9th, 2012 
 
It is with deep regret that I inform you of the passing of one of our members.  
SILVIA RIZZO was a teacher of sculpture at the Klee-Barabino School of Arts 
(Liceo Artistico) in Genoa, Italy. She was a member of the Study Group on 
Environmental Colour Design of the International Colour Association (AIC). 
 
A major focus of her research was arts education practices and educational 
methodology. The various AIC papers published in the conference proceedings 
sum up some of her professional concerns very concisely. She shared 
information with us in the many AIC conferences and congresses she attended: 
Kyoto, 1997; Warsaw, 1999; Seoul, 2000; Rochester, 2001; Maribor, 2002; 
Granada, 2005; etc., and also last year’s AIC Midterm Meeting in Zurich, 2011. 
http://www.aic-color.org/histo.htm 
 
Just a few weeks ago at the International Interdisciplinary Conference on Colour 
and Pattern Harmony in Budapest, Hungary, held on June 11-13, 2012, she 
presented The Color Maze, considered as an artwork by the UNICEF, which is a 
colour design project applied to an urban space in Genoa that stimulates 
children’s reflections on the knowledge and harmony of colours. 
 
As well, she attended numerous international workshops. She conducted a 
seminar on colour held at the School of Architecture, Genoa University. She was 
a Visiting Professor at New York University (with offices in New York and 
Venice). She organized several international conferences in Genoa on colour 
design and also on the relationship between colour and culture. Some of titles 
include: Colour and Urban Space between History and Contemporary Times; 
Colour and Design between Communication and Production; and Colour and 
Didactics. The Berlin-based architectural journal Bauwelt dedicated a cover 
article to her work. 
 
She collaborated in exhibitions and events organized by the University of Genoa, 
School of Architecture. She was also a member of Hands-On International, the 
International Children Museums Association. In 1987 she was awarded First 
Prize for Colour Education of the FarbDesignPreis, an international competition 
whose awards ceremony is celebrated at the Design Centre in Stuttgart. 
 
We will miss her precious contributions and presence and would like to extend 
our deepest sympathy to her family and friends. 
 
Verena M. Schindler, Chair 
AIC Study Group on Environmental Colour Design 
ecd.studygroup@yahoo.com 
http://www.aic-color.org/sgroups.htm 



Silvia Rizzo at AIC 2011 Midterm Meeting in Zurich. In the background is her 
poster on “Teaching ideas and aspects for a new spatial research on the 
interaction between light, space, and color”. 
 

 


